
16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence

Nov. 25 –Dec. 10
For full details go to Zonta.org

Zonta International invites all Zonta Clubs, Zontians and friends of Zonta to join this global campaign against gender violence. Campaign participants have been instrumental in bringing issues of violence against women to the forefront of local, national, regional and global arenas since the first international campaign originated in 1991. The Campaign is an organizing strategy for individuals and groups around the world to call for the elimination of all forms of violence against women. 

This year’s theme is dedicated to recognizing the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR60) on 10 December 2008.   The theme is “Every Human has Rights”.  
Special days of recognition during the campaign:
25 November was declared International Day Against Violence Against Women in July 1981 in Bogota, Colombia to commemorate the violent assassination of the Mirabal sisters (Patria, Minerva and Maria Teresa) on 25 November 1960 by the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo in the Dominican Republic. In 1999, the United Nations officially recognized 25 November as the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women.

1 December marks the beginning of an annual campaign to encourage public support for and development of programs to prevent the spread of HIV infection and promote awareness of issues surrounding HIV/AIDS. First observed in 1988, World AIDS Day serves to strengthen the global effort to face the challenges of the AIDS pandemic. This year, the theme of the UNAIDS World AIDS Campaign is “Stop AIDS. Keep the Promise,” and demands governments keep their policy commitments related to HIV/AIDS.

10 December marks the celebration of the 1948 adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This document was one of the first major achievements of the United Nations and provided the basic philosophy for many legally binding international instruments to follow.
The 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence is coordinated by the Center for Women’s Global  http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/16days/home.html
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