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Zonta Club of Arlington Area ~ Highlights for 2010-2011

Service

We continue our focus on providing opportunities and education so that women can make the best choices for themselves.  

Our club has been an active supporter and vocal advocate for our local non-profit for abused and homeless women and families, for more than 28 years.

Our Doorway projects included grocery shopping for the Safehouse, preparing and serving a holiday brunch for the safehouse, purchase of gift cards for holiday gifts for clients.  We also hosted two festive “Dinners with Friends,” designed for the safehouse graduates.  

Our advocacy work included support for Project PEACE, a comprehensive Arlington County community response on domestic violence – our Club is helping to shape County policy related to domestic violence.  For Project PEACE, we purchased curricula on healthy relationships and dating violence for use by faith communities with area teens.  We also provided funds to enable approximately 14 abuse survivors to participate in focus groups to help develop new techniques for combating domestic violence.  Two members (Blanche and Karen Albert) also spent 7 service hours attending Leadership Roundtable meetings to provide direction for the Project PEACE program and 18 hours to work on the Goal #1 subcommittee for Project PEACE to educate the public on healthy relationships. 

Our club works with three non-profits supporting women’s health including the Arlington Free Clinic, the food assistance center, and this year, our club added a global project to advance women’s health, supporting the non-profit Virginia Hospital Center Medical Brigade.  Our club donated $1,500 to support the Brigade’s annual humanitarian healthcare mission to Honduras, one of the poorest countries in all of the Americas. 

Women’s Education:  This year, our club re-committed ourselves to the importance of education to advance women, doubling our scholarship to $2,000 for a female nursing student at nearby Marymount University.  Another important aspect of education is our club’s donation of $1,500 to the Women in Military Service to America Memorial in Washington D.C.  Our donation supports WIMSA’s efforts to educate the public about the invaluable service provided by the women in uniform supporting our freedom around the world.   

Youth Development:  Our club donated $100 toward the Leadership Arlington Youth Program, a hands-on program that focuses on professionalism, culture competency and commitment, mentoring, facilitation, and philanthropy. 

International Service:  In addition to the Medical Brigade’s work in Honduras, our club is also focused on international service in two other areas:  

· Our club donated $500 to the Foundation for International Community Assistance (FINCA), a non-profit dedicated to providing financial services to the world's lowest-income entrepreneurs to create jobs, build assets and improve their standard of living. 

· As we have for many years, our club continues to give generously to the Zonta International Foundation, this year donating $4,000 to carry on the important work of the Zonta International Service Projects – that’s over $150 for each member of our club!  In addition to the club’s support, we had one generous member that donated $500 herself to the Foundation! 

Membership/Mentoring
The Club starts fresh every year with a Retreat to plan our upcoming year, and then our first business meeting focuses on Zonta 101.

The Club approved our strategic plan that provides a blueprint for focusing our local service work to better meet the changing needs of our community and to ensure we remain true to Zonta’s purpose, vision, and goals.

Other:  Fundraising, Special Events, Club Sales
We would be remiss in our service report if we did not mention the club members that have been so generous with their time and resources in support of our Zonta Service projects.  Our members find ways to represent Zonta to the community… manning the Zonta booth at Clarendon Day, representing Zonta at the Inter-Service Club Council, and representing Zonta at the Marymount University President’s dinner. 

Our club also conducted a number of fundraising events and activities to support our service projects and contributions to Zonta International Service Projects. This year the club raised $4,500 selling White House Ornaments.  A member held a jewelry show, donating $400 to Zonta’s service projects.  Almost the entire club participated in a fund-raising Wine Seminar where we shared our mission with more than 100 attendees representing Zonta, and the Arlington area.

The Club also planned several social events with our very special ZBs (Zonta Boys) and friends during the year, to raise funds while having fun.  Our Summer Soiree picnic, annual Holiday Party (this year – a brunch) and the fall Chez Charlotte sit-down dinner were a huge success. 

Support for our districts’ Zonta Clubs to make Zonta a more vibrant and robust organization has been a significant focus for our Club this year. We have shared resources and attended each others’ fundraising events as follows: We hosted a combined Amelia Earhart event with the Montgomery County Club; our Governor and more than five other clubs attended our spring Wine Seminar; and, we had representatives at the Fairfax Club Art Auction and Area 4 meetings.  

Submitted by,

Karen Albert, President

Zonta Club of Arlington Area
District 3 Fall Conference
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