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Zonta Club of Baltimore ~ Highlights for 2010-2011

Service
Dallas F. Nicholas Sr. Elementary School #39

Zonta Club of Baltimore has collected socks, gloves and mittens, hat, scarves and underwear for the children of The Kelson School for over ten years. This year that partnership came to an end; however, the club has formed a new partnership with Dallas F Nicholas School. Their principal is excited about the club’s support, and the club is looking forward to this new relationship.

Project Plase 

Zonta continued its work with Project Plase (PP), a Transitional Housing Organization located in Baltimore City.  This partnership has enabled Zontians to continue working with the female residents in activities such as journaling, and Zontian led educational seminars. Club members are developing a job readiness program to present in 2011, which will include topics such as “The Top 10 Things Employers Look For.”  PP presented “An Evening of Monologues” in 2011. The monologues were written by PP female and male residents. One member will be working with the residents and staff to further develop the monologues into a stage presentation. Club members also collected and delivered canned goods to the facility.

“The Woman of the Year”

In March 2011, the Zonta Club of Baltimore held a reception at the Radisson Cross Keys, honoring Baltimore City Councilwoman Mary Pat Clarke for her body of work serving the citizens of Baltimore. Councilwoman Clarke was the first woman elected to the office of President of the City Council. She continues to serve on the council and is a tireless supporter of women and women’s issues. The evening featured lite fare, a cash bar and the Morgan State University Jazz Band. Guests included friends and supporters of Zonta, Mary Slicher, Director of Project Plase, Baltimore City Council President Jack Young, other Councilpersons, and a current Mayoral candidate. We were especially honored to have had District 3 Area 3 Director Alice Kirchner join us for the evening and participate in the presentation. 

The Club is preparing for “Woman of the Year 2012.”

Agnes Medical Project

Zonta’s support of Dr. Okey Nwodim’s Agnes Medical project was put on hold this year. Zonta Club of Baltimore provides a monetary donation to this project. Dr. Nwodim, who practices in Baltimore City, usually travels to her home country of Nigeria on a yearly basis to set up and run a women’s clinic. Unfortunately difficulty with getting supplies through customs, as well as violence to a family member on a previous trip interrupted Dr. Nwodim’s scheduled trips. 

We are hoping that the violence in Nigeria subsides to the level that Dr. Nwodim and her team of volunteer doctors and nurses can safely resume their travel to administer the much needed medical care to the women of the area.

Membership/Mentoring
Sadly, the club lost one member, a former club President, Joanne Smith. We were sorry to see her go, but as anyone who has traveled the Washington-Baltimore commute during rush hour will understand, Joanne more than proved her commitment to Zonta by making the commute for a number of years. The good news is Joanne joined the Washington, DC club. Our loss is their gain! 

Zonta Club of Baltimore voted to continue to meet during the summer to hold informal meetings for project planning and to invite prospective members to learn about Zonta. We were pleased to have our Governor Lisa Fraser join us in June. Lisa shared the mission of Zonta International with members and three prospective members. The club is looking forward to welcoming two of the guests. 

Other
Website

Several members have begun working on a club website which will be up by the end of 2011.

Service Partnership

The Zonta Club of Baltimore is planning to partner with another service, outreach or non-profit agency and has begun the search for a compatible organization. 

Conclusion

The Zonta Club of Baltimore’s focus will continue to be to induct new Zontians to our club, encourage every member to participate in workshops and conferences, incorporate Zonta’s International focus into local projects, and support ZI projects. 
Submitted by,

Zonta Club of Baltimore

District 3 Fall Conference

September 23-25, 2011, Solomons, Maryland 

