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Zonta Club of Charles County Area ~ Highlights for 2010-2011

Service

In October we collaborated with the Annapolis Club in the Re-Entry Program at the Maryland Correctional Institution for Women. The program is dedicated to the education and social activities for women scheduled to be released from the Maryland Correctional Institution for Women. We were able to provide each of the 150 “Women Moving Forward” participants with a gift bag. The event also offered interactive workshops/sessions.
Our 7th Annual RAVE Walk was extremely successful. We raised $10,000. Much of the success was a direct result of the outstanding efforts of the Z-Club members. The funds were used to support the Center for Abused Person’s, Charles County’s only support organization devoted to serving victims of domestic violence. Funds were also allocated to the Forensic Nurses Examiner’s Program. The event was held in memory of Gayle Cooke, a mother who lost her life as a result of domestic violence. The Cooke family took the lead in a tribute to their mother and grandmother.
During the 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence each member received an Awareness E-mail addressing many of the health effects, risk factors, prevention, response and even teen dating abuse awareness. 
We awarded service grants to Senior Services of Charles County, Center for Children, Inc, Spring Dell Center, Inc., Civista Health Center, and Catherine Foundation Pregnancy Care Center to help advance the status of women in our community.  We recognized a local YWPA winner and awarded two scholarships to high school students.
We began a project, Coins for a Cause, to support ZIF’s efforts of reducing Obstetric Fistula in developing countries. Our members emptied their change purses into blue piggy banks at each table during our club meetings. 

Membership/Mentoring

Our club continues to be vibrant and is experiencing healthy growth.  We welcomed 7 new members, on top of the 15 we brought in last year!  One of the most important facets to our club’s success has been our well developed mentoring program.  This year, we renovated our program with a thoughtful, written plan that was fundamental to its success.  We’re excited to share our plan and the process we followed to develop it at the District Conference in the fall.

Other Membership activities we carried out included a Prospective Member Social attended by 12 Prospects and 23 Members; a New Member Orientation where we review a thorough written “training” program to orient our newest members, and a Rookie Review attended by the previous years’ New Members, their sponsors and mentors, where we review their first year and discuss ways to improve the club.  We also support a “Secret Sister” program as a way to rejuvenate current members and bring an element of fun and friendship.  

Other: Fundraising, Special Events, Club Sales
Zonta of Charles County Area hosted its 26th Annual Fashion Show Fundraiser.  We hosted a sold-out crowd of over 500 and entertained them with a “Fashion Week in New York City” theme.  . Fashion houses included Monkee’s of Fredericksburg, JC Penny and Cabi Catalog Line.  Our ticket sales, sponsorships, silent auction, gift-for-a-gift, and donations raised over $20,000 to support our service projects.  

Submitted by,

Zonta Club of Charles County Area
District 3 Fall Conference

September 23-25, 2011, Solomons, Maryland 

