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Zonta Club of Essex County ~ Highlights for 2010-2011

Service
1. Supported through our Amelia Earhart Committee the Eagle Flight Squadron, Inc. a non profit educational organization founded more than 25 years ago by a local minister. The organization encourages young women to follow in the footsteps of Amelia Earhart by developing trade, educational, and mechanical skills related to aviation. The young women ranging in age from 11 to 21 are given the opportunity to develop their own wings literally and figuratively. They are given flight instruction, earn their pilot licenses, participate in career development workshops, enjoy networking opportunities with groups like the Zontas and develop a keen appreciation for discipline, dignity, honesty and integrity….all traits that are embodied in the word “ZONTA”.

2. Conduced Hunger Hurts…But we Can Help! ~ A monthly donation of nonperishable foods to the Community FoodBank of New Jersey to help carry out ZI’s commitment to eradicate food insecurity in our service community. The food was earmarked for needy families in our service area, 87% of which were headed by females. Over 60 families were fed by our donations.

3. Co –sponsored a Women’s History Month Film Festival with Rutgers The State University’s Program of Women and Gender Studies, and Women In Media Newark a 2 day film festival showing 8 groundbreaking films written, produced, or directed by women and honoring 5 community women who have demonstrated inspired leadership and outstanding service to the community. Joyce Wilson Harley, Esq., President of The Zonta Club of Essex County was one of the 5 honorees!  The films told courageous stories of women from around the world who fought against gender bias, advocated for peace in their war torn countries, organized women for political clout, or addressed inequalities in their respective societies. 

4. Led a coalition of a dozen other civic organizations in a walk through Essex County’s Monte Irvin Orange Park in Orange, NJ in conjunction with Samaritan’s Feet to raise awareness of and sneakers for children in Africa who fall ill and often die of foot borne diseases because they have no shoes. More than 175 walkers joined in. Because the organizations who participated share Zonta’s commitment to community and our mission of making a difference locally and globally, the walk enabled us to donate enough sneakers to provide over 150 women, and children in Liberia with shoes that will help them fight the deadly scourge of foot borne diseases that come from having no shoes to wear. In addition, to the shoes, the generous financial contributions by the groups allowed us to raise over $1400 to help defray the cost of shipping the much needed shoes.  Hands down, this was the most successful walk ever for Samaritan’s Feet in New Jersey!

5. For the first time ever, we held a Career Day for young people who are detainees in the Essex County Juvenile Detention Center. We invited 15 young (under the age of 40) professionals to come into the Detention Center to talk to the 156 young (under the age of 18) men and women held in detention about careers, life choices, educational opportunities (both college and otherwise) and what skills they will need to develop to succeed once they are released so that they do not return.

Of the 156 detainees who participated, 27 were girls. The feedback from the Administration of the Detention Center and the detainees was phenomenal. The Zonta Club of Essex County has been invited to participate in the graduation ceremonies for the students who will graduate from the Detention Center’s fully accredited High School at the end of June. The media picked up on the fact that Career Days happen in schools throughout Essex County but no group had the foresight and the ingenuity to hold one in a detention center where far too many young people end up.

Membership/Mentoring

Planning an “Each One Reach One “Initiative for the next Club Year whereby each Member will be charged with the responsibility of attracting and retaining at least one new Member.

Other: Fundraising, Special Events, Club Sales
Sponsored a “Zonta Holiday Shop” with a local woman owned boutique. We sold “Zonta Bucks” to guests for $10 each. The “Zonta Buck” served as the ticket for entry into the boutique.  Each “Buck” holder got a 20% discount on everything she bought and… if she spent over $100, she got an additional $5 off her total purchase price.

The Merchant served refreshments all day. We raffled off prizes, which were given to the Club by other local merchants who wanted publicity for their stores. None of their donations were like the items sold by the boutique owner.  It was a true “win-win” for everyone involved.
We got all of the profits from selling the “Zonta Bucks”. We raised over $1800. The boutique owner had her best weekend ever. And the other local merchants got the publicity and the spillover traffic from the “Holiday Shop”!

Submitted by,

Joyce Wilson Harley
President, Zonta Club of Essex County

District 3 Fall Conference

September 23-25, 2011, Solomons, Maryland 

