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Zonta Club of Fairfax County ~ Highlights for 2010-2011

The Zonta Club of Fairfax is dedicated in keeping with our commitment to improve the status of women, legally, politically, economically, educationally, professionally. Since 1848, women have tried to adopt resolutions calling for equal opportunities and treatment. Today, in many cases, women are still striving for equality and are disproportionately burdened by the lack of achievement in their life goals. As Zontians, we are working toward building women’s status by helping to provide resources needed to move forward in our society. 
Legislative Awareness and Advocacy (LAA)

This year, one of the major topics our advocacy committee focused on was the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance (VSDVAA). The VSDVAA is the statewide coalition of people and agencies committed to ending sexual and domestic violence. The VSDVAA developed a package of recommendations to strengthen Virginia’s Protective Order process by expanding access to the order for victims of date violence, stalking, and sexual assault. The law provides a protective order for individuals in a date relationship, who do not share a residence or have a child in common. Our advocacy committee followed the progress of this legislation and reported that the General Assembly voted unanimously in favor of the protective order for people who suffer violence while in a dating relationship or people who suffer from workplace violence. 
In March, the Advocacy committee invited one of our George Mason Graduate Scholarship winners to share her experiences while conducting research and policy making in Cambodia. She informed us of the daily struggles women and girls experience in Cambodia and the different policies that are written to hold women back in society. We also invited a J.D candidate to speak to our club in reference to women and girls affected by the Rwanda genocide and how the court has responded to this crisis.  
On March 8, 2011, International Women’s Day, club members sent letters honoring and thanking numerous women for their efforts toward enhancing the status of women and girls in our community. 
Membership

For membership, our club is working to increase membership through job contacts, social websites, and corporate gatherings. This year we added 6 new members to our club, but unfortunately also had 6 members resign. This year we are planning to implement a mentoring program to promote a cohesive group and to help keep existing members. When new members join our club, we actively engage them by holding a new members brunch to give them an opportunity to ask questions and learn more about the club. This year, our goals for membership are to retain our current members and add at least 5 new members for the year 2011/2012. 
Public Relations

This year, our Public Relations (PR) committee created a Facebook and Twitter account for our club. We use both Facebook and Twitter to update our club members on all activities, post pictures of our events, and broadcast announcements. Our PR club members worked hard this past year to advertise and promote our events by reaching out to the community through community centers, local libraries, local newspapers, public TV, radio, and internet websites. 
Scholarships

In 2010, we provided three $1500 scholarships to women attending George Mason University’s Graduate School. The scholarships helped support these women with efforts to continue their education and skills. We are proud of our recipients. 
Service Activities
· Our club provides assistance to the NOVACO (Northern Virginia Coalition), which provides housing, education, childcare, mentoring, and financial management to victims of domestic abuse. Over the past year, our club mentored a young woman from Columbia. To support our mentee, we provided with a welcome basket of household supplies as she transitioned to her housing unit. Over the holidays, we purchased additional supplies for her and donated gifts from our club members. We made a $500 donation to NOVACO and agreed to remain supportive of their efforts to help underprivileged women and children.   

· In support of NOVACO clients, we assisted them with their annual holiday party by working in the kitchen and serving food to over 70 people. We also provided Christmas stockings for Santa to distribute to 35 children, which included small toys, candy and gift cards. These donations came from all of our club members. Later in the spring, we provided a hot, homemade dinner for the clients (single mothers) attending a Life Skills class. 

· At Thanksgiving, our club members donated several baskets of food and gift cards to the Reston Interfaith, which is another local non-profit organization for low-income people. We also participated in the delivery of food baskets to 20 families. 
Fundraising Events

To raise money for our scholarships and donations to NOVACO and ZI, we hosted several fund raising events this year. Some of our 2010/2011 events included the following:

1. Wine Tasting held at the Molan Lave Vineyards in Warrenton, Virginia; we netted $700.00.

2. Party-Lite (home fragrance and accent products), we netted $250.00. 

3. Gift-card raffle, which netted $1200.  

4. An extremely successful Art Auction, which netted $5,600. 

5. Celebrate Fairfax (pouring beer for profits and donations), which raised $2800.  
Our club is preparing for our annual spring art auction, which will take place in April of 2012. We will post the information on the ZI Web site, and you are all invited to come!
This has been a wonderful year, and I am looking forward to the 2011/2012 year. 
Thank you!
Submitted by,

Linda Sudi

President, Zonta Club of Fairfax County
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