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Zonta Club of Hampton Roads ~ Highlights for 2010-2011

Service

We continued to provide service to our local battered women’s and homeless shelter, the Samaritan House.  In February we provided twelve gift baskets of toiletries and twenty candy bags, and other items for the women in the shelters.  In May, we spruced up one of the townhouses Samaritan House uses to house families that have fled domestic violence.  We had a large group of members and prospective members participate.  This is definitely a labor of love and a chance to build camaraderie among the members.  For many of us who don’t even clean our own houses, after getting on hands and knees and scrubbing until everything is squeaky clean and replacing bedding and towels and seeing the results of our labor, we gain so much with the knowledge that these women who have been through so much will have a nice place to begin a new and better life. 

This year we sponsored the education of a young lady in Peru South America through an organization called Angels of the Amazon.  Danni had lost her funding and needed a scholarship in order to continue her high school education.  Zonta Club of Hampton Roads provided a $550 scholarship and at Christmas donated $40 for a gift food basket for Danni’s family and provided an outfit for Danni.  We have received a wonderful letter from Danni and were so happy to hear of her progress.

In September, was our Reach Out and Read Community Literacy Program which makes literacy promotion a standard part of pediatric care so that children grow up with books and the love of reading.  Read Out and Read also helps families and communities encourage early literacy skills so children enter school prepared for success in reading.  The club donated $1,000 towards this program.  This program resulted in a wonderful article for Reach Out and Read in the Hampton Roads Gazette.

Zonta Club of Hampton Roads was well represented at the 2010 Zonta International District 3 Conference on October 1-3 in Atlantic City, New Jersey.  Lisa Fraser, area governor, represented our club as well as three first timers (who all found their rocks eventually), and two other additional members.

In October, our club sponsored an Access for Aids program which promotes the dignity and wellness of adults, families, youth, and children affected by HIV/AIDS through quality support and prevention services so they may live healthy lives.  An HIV/AIDS survivor shared her story about living with HIV for 7 ½ years and about the way Access for AIDS has assisted her with her education and training.  The club donated $567 for this program.

Also, in October two members represented Zonta Club of Hampton Roads at the American Cancer Society Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk. 

Our program for November featured Debra Dandridge, Executive Director and Co-Founder of Dress for Success, which promotes economic independence of disadvantaged women by providing professional attire, a network of support, and the career development tools to help women thrive in work and in life.  Several members donated professional attire that evening.

In May, Dress for Success held a fund-raising walk in which several of our members participated.

During the month of November, Zonta Club of Hampton Roads provided a Thanksgiving food basket and gift cards to local grocery stores in the amount of over $360 for For Kids, an organization that provides assistance and shelter for homeless families.  This organization focuses on developing self-sufficiency through case management, counseling, life-skills education, children’s services, mental and physical health care services, transportation, and child care.   In December For Kids provided us with a Wish List for the children and members donated over $100 in toys and other gifts. 

We were pleased to have our Area 4 Director, Margo Sheridan, join us for our holiday celebration in December as well.  

In January an informational meeting was held at the York-Tabb Library for potential members who would like to charter the Zonta Hampton Roads Peninsula chapter.  A speaker from Langley Air Force Base, who was a Zonta Amelia Earhart Fellow spoke about the parallel between her life and that of Amelia Earhart.  At least eight potential members were present as well as five members from the Zonta Club of Hampton Roads.

In March, our program speaker was Carol Berg, chapter president and executive director of Operation Homefront Hampton Roads.  Operation Homefront is a safety net of support for service members’ families around the world.  Their scope of services is far reaching yet specific enough to meet the needs of the families they serve.  Services include emergency assistance to military families in need so the next generation of vets aren’t homeless, support for wounded warriors and their families, and morale boosting activities.  Club members donated over $1,000 to this organization.  Carol will be joining our Zonta Hampton Roads Peninsula Club,

Zonta Club of Hampton Roads awarded a $750 YWPA scholarship to a student from Cape Henry Collegiate in Virginia Beach.

Membership/Mentoring

Two new members joined this year.  The members who recruited them made personal contact with each or them to ensure that they had gotten information about the meeting and to answer questions.  

Other: Fundraising, Special Events, Club Sales
The Zonta Club of Hampton Roads participated in two fundraisers this year.  The Department of Parks and Recreation in the City of Suffolk sponsors a TGIF throughout the summer.  Non-profit organizations are given the opportunity to sign up to serve alcoholic beverages during this festive time.  At the end of the summer, these organizations share in the profits made from these sales.  Our club had three Saturdays during Summer 2010 and earned $1,220.  

Our other fundraiser consisted of selling Norfolk Florist Wholesale Cards.  For $25 a person can purchase one of these cards.  Each month he/she can then visit any Norfolk Wholesale Florist for “free” flowers once a month throughout the year.  Non-profit organizations that sell the cards earn $15 per card.  Zonta Club of Hampton Roads earned $780 this year from this sale. 

The Zonta Club of Hampton Roads donated one third of our fund raising proceeds in the amount of $600 to the Rose Fund of the Zonta International Foundation.

Submitted by,

Zonta Club of Hampton Roads
District 3 Fall Conference

September 23-25, 2011, Solomons, Maryland 

