International Women’s Day and Zonta Rose Day

March 8

See Zonta.org for full details

Zontians around the world have a very special reason to celebrate. Our efforts have
made and continue to make a difference in the lives of women everywhere. 8 March 
is a day to reflect on the achievements of the past year and prepare for the challenges ahead of us to advance the status of women worldwide. 

The United Nations established International Women's Day in 1977 to celebrate the rights of women and international peace. However, its history stretches back to the 
early 1900s, when women's organizations used the day to rally support for their causes:
from the universal suffrage movement to the protest of poor working conditions

Just a small sample of suggested activities:
Organize a work team and donate service hours to a local women's shelter, crisis center, housing organization, etc.

Distribute Yellow Rose bookmarks: Create bookmarks with women's rights statistics on one side and information about your Zonta Club on the other. Pass them out in front of your public library on 8 March.  

Plant a yellow rose bush in a public garden, wear a rose pin, or buy single yellow roses and hand them out to other women.

Serve as a mentor to underprivileged women and girls.

Encourage teachers to incorporate International Women's Day in to their curriculum this month. Review lesson plans and ideas from the UN.

Design a window display for a public library or building in your community: Raise awareness of women's rights and of the work of your Zonta Club. 

Recognize Local Women for Achievements in Service and Philanthropy: Nominate women in your community (outside of Zonta) who have made extraordinary contributions of time and/or money. As part of your criteria for nomination, focus on women who have helped advance the status of women. 

Participate in Events in Your Area: Lead or join existing rallies, marches, fairs, receptions, shows, films and debates in celebration of women's achievements in equality.

Get inspired: Explore events being planned around the world 
