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Zonta Club of Prince George’s County Area
President's Report

2010 – 2011

Zonta Club of Prince George’s County Area ~ Highlights for 2010-2011

Service

The service projects were focused on the Family Crisis Center in Prince George’s County.  This is a shelter for women and their children who are the victims of domestic violence.

· September 11, 2010 – Members of our club supported a breakfast to raise funds for the Family Crisis Center in Prince George’s County.

· November 2010, we organized the children’s room. This room will be used as a daycare so the women at the shelter can drop off their children and go for job interviews.  We completed four hours of service.

· December 2010 – We decorated the Family Crisis Center for the Holidays.  This project uplifted the women’s spirit during the holidays by creating a home-like environment instead of a shelter.

· January 2011 – We adopted a bedroom with five beds at the Family Crisis Center and decorated it with brand new matching bedding.  This enabled a family coming into the shelter to enter the room with fresh new bedding and hopefully brightened their spirit.  

· Seven of the members participated in these projects.

· June – Organized the library at the Family Crisis Center

Membership/Mentoring

· November – Hosted a ZING attended by 22 members and guests

· May – Inducted 5 new members.  Installed members of the Board.  District 3 Governor Lisa Fraser

· Fraser conducted the ceremonies and gave the charge to the new members.  Initiated the mentoring program

· June – Inducted a new member, Area Director Margo Sheridan conducted the ceremony, held orientation for the new members

Legislative Awareness and Advocacy
· October – President attended a meeting of presidents of women’s organizations and advocates sponsored by the Women’s Action Coalition

· Co-sponsored and served on planning committee for the Women’s Legislative Briefing.  Participated and served as hostesses at the briefing on January 30, 2011.  This was the 30th year for this event and Zonta’s first time to participate.  Over 85 women’s organization come together to hear speakers and participate in workshops on legislative issues and women’s concerns.  The briefing was attended by over 700 women and men.  The keynote speaker was Sara Manzano-Diaz, Director of the Women’s Bureau, US Department of Labor.   A 2011 Networking Directory was developed and distributed.  The Zonta Club of Prince George’s County is listed.

· Participated in the Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women Night in Annapolis.  This event is held each year in January, the beginning of the Maryland State legislative session, to discuss legislation that impact women that is being proposed in the General Assembly.

· Partnered with the Prince George’s County Commission for Women, the Maryland State Commission for Women and the Domestic Violence Ministry of First Baptist Church of Glenarden to hold a 1-day conference – The Red Flag Conference—on domestic violence and human trafficking.  Domestic violence survivors, advocates and service providers were invited to attend.  The keynote speakers were US Congresswoman Donna Edwards and Kemba Smith Pradin, who suffered from physical, mental and emotional abuse disguised as “love” at the hands of her boyfriend while in college. Our own member, Jennifer Jones was also a main speaker and had a key role in the conference. Quite a few men, advocates, survivors and service providers, participated.  As a follow-up the groups will come together to develop an action plan for addressing these issues.

UN and International Projects
· Meetings – October Guest Speaker – Ms. Sarah Craven, Chief, Washington, DC Liaison Office, United Nations Population Fund.  Discussed and distributed materials on the Campaign to End Fistula

· Press Release – 16 Days of Action

· January – Guest Speaker Astronaut Kathleen Beres in recognition of Amelia Earhart Month

· April – Awarded $500.00 to winner of Club’s Young Women in Public Affairs Award.  Eteng, a senior at Elizabeth Seton High School, and her parents attended the meeting
Meetings (Not listed elsewhere)

July – Held Planning Retreat

February – Member Linda Andrews gave a presentation on heart disease and women

April – Guest Speaker – Diva Defender to discuss self-defense for women

Other: Fundraising, Special Events, Club Sales
· Initiated a monthly newsletter, The Connection

· Supported the All Shades of Pink Awards Dinner.  This organization id devoted to assisting women with breast cancer

· Supported the Prince George’s County Women’s History Month Luncheon

· Attendance at the District 3 Conference in Atlantic City

· Attendance at Area 3&4 workshops in Harrisburg, PA

· Information table at Bowie Fest and Red Flag Conference

· Initiated a fundraiser, ‘Change for Change’.  Members empty their purses of change at each meeting 

Submitted by,

Zonta Club of Prince George’s County Area

District 3 Fall Conference

September 23-25, 2011, Solomons, Maryland 

