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Zonta Club of Suffolk County Area ~ Highlights for 2010-2011

Club Highlights
At the end of the first half of the 2010-2012 biennium, the Zonta Club of Suffolk County Area is grateful for having enjoyed a good year.
In June of 2010, co-president’s Aileen Eppig and Jane Conway took over from the first team of co-presidents in our club’s history, Phoebe Arancio and Tricia McDermott, who had done a marvelous job of leading us with the theme of “This is who we are and this is how we serve”.   In an effort to follow along that theme, the new mantra was decided as “This is how we serve and this is how we lead” with the idea of encouraging even greater leadership skills among members to lead to even greater advancement for women.   To that effect, the co-presidents determined that we would encourage members to take the initiative and chair meetings designed to reinforce their own individual leadership abilities.
Some of the highlights of this year have been:
· October 2010:  A serious and most interesting program delving into the problem of Human Trafficking particularly here in Suffolk County was lead by Julie Walsh, one of our newer members who is an Assistant District Attorney in Suffolk County.  She introduced her colleague and our presenter for the program, who is an Assistant U. S. Attorney who has been handling these cases on Long Island.  Both Julie and she provided us with an eye opening view of this abhorrent practice and the signs to watch for and the information necessary to report any possible activities.   The program was most educational and the consensus was that although not a pleasant topic, it was a program worth attending.
· December 2010:  As we have done for several years, the Zonta Club of Suffolk,  spearheaded by Jamie Winkler, continued our connection with the Girl Scouts, in our efforts to support the future Zonta members, future leaders of our community by donating funds to outfit Girl Scouts, who otherwise could not afford them, with uniforms and equipment.
· The January highlight – should have been our Amelia Earhart program.   However, the extraordinary snow forced cancellation of our biennial program – more than once. So our January highlight became our March highlight.  Lead by Phoebe Arancio this program was designed to bring together women from other organizations in our County-wide community in an effort to introduce them to our Zonta world and to establish connections with women in other organizations who are also working to enhance the status of women.   As a result of some of the conversations at this event, our service chair, Sue Costanza, has organized two separate projects:  we have donated items for an orphanage in Bulgaria where one of our own members came from (she was a former Zonta club president in her home country) and her daughter returns there each year to aid children in an orphanage; and secondly, we will also be providing supplies for children who are being cared for in a local women’s shelter so that they will be prepared for school in September.
· In March, the Zonta Club of Suffolk County Area was honored at the annual awards breakfast of the Long Island Coalition Against Domestic Violence in recognition of our club’s long standing support for that organization and our long standing participation in groups and projects fighting the scourge of domestic violence.  Our club was represented at that event by co-president Jane Conway, Hon. Madeleine Fitzgibbon, Tricia McDermott, Sue Costanza, Deborah McKee, and Megan Noble Aubin.  This was an honor that we are very proud to have received!
· Also in March, the Zonta Club of Suffolk County Area joined as a co-sponsor with the Suffolk County Women’s Bar Association, the Nassau County Women’s Bar Association and several other organizations to sponsor an enormous celebration for Women’s History month which was also the kick-off dinner entitled “Ready Set Lead” for the Partnership to Advance Women Leaders.  This event which saw over 600 women and men come together to celebrate women leaders and to begin the process of advancing even more women into leadership positions in all areas of life – political as well as business.  This amazing and far-reaching project and this amazing event were both chaired by one of our own club members, Linda Kevins, who is one of the most remarkable Zonta members, one of the most remarkable women any of us will have the pleasure of ever meeting.  Our club was honored to be a co-sponsor of the event and a number of our members were part of the evening’s festivities, and, most of all, we are honored to count Linda Kevins as our friend and sister Zontian.
· April 2011:  At our annual business meeting, we selected the organizations that would be the recipients of our fund-raising efforts and donated a total of $10,000.00 for this year to both Zonta International programs and to local organizations who we believe are striving to raise the status of women on all levels.
· June 2011:  We celebrated the end of the first year of this biennium with a great beach party hosted by Lois Rowman who is our Vice-president.  We were joined by several potential new members who we hope to see in September, and we sketched out our plans for an even better second year.    We are looking forward to our biannual Status of Women dinner in November and we hope that this will be our major fund-raiser for the upcoming year.
Although our member numbers have diminished somewhat for the next year, we are, in the words of one of our members, a “leaner meaner working team” who are proud of our accomplishments, humbled by the good fortune bestowed on us, and eager to do more to enhance the status of women in the 2011-2012 year.
Submitted by,

Jane Conway and Aileen Eppig
Co-Presidents, Zonta Club of Suffolk County Area
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