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Zonta Club of Westchester

President's Report

2010 – 2011

Zonta Club of Westchester ~ Highlights for 2010-2011

Zonta Club of Westchester celebrated it’s 80th Anniversary in April 2011.

In 2010-2011, the Zonta Club of Westchester pursued new and challenging endeavors, conducted innovated programs, and welcomed several new members. In addition we updated and distributed club bylaws to all our members.

For a second year, our Club won the prestigious District 3 Governor’s Award.  We also achieved first and second place for the UN Achievement Award and the Public Relations Award respectively. 

At our monthly meetings, we had guest speakers on the following topics:

· End of Life Issues

· Not for Women Only, book of poems based upon the author’s personal experiences as an abused woman.

· Amelia Earhart—C. Winters

· Harriet Tubman and the Tubman House – Curator spoke

· Women’s Health Panel

· UN and Zonta 

· Women in Baseball – Perry Lee Barber, Umpire

· Full Day Planning Retreat

We inducted six new members during the year and have a net gain of four new members.  We initiated a Mentorship Program with the six new members.  They received Mentorship Packets and were assigned to past presidents or seasoned members. 

New Fund Raisers—Spring and Fall Tag Sales were held and provided us the opportunity to distribute Zonta membership information.

In addition to our two tags sales, we held our Annual Brunch Fundraiser, a November Auction, and Raffles.  At our Annual Fundraiser, we honored Ruth Hassel-Thompson, State Senator, as Woman of the Year.

We collected gift cards from the members, for Hope’s Door, a shelter for abused women and children.

We raised money for: 

· Victims Assistance Services during our RAVE Walk, 

· Holiday gifts to a needy family, 

· Donated knitted items for children in Afghanistan, 

· Gave a $1,000 Young Woman in Public Affairs Scholarship,

· Presented a $1,000 Advancement of Women Through Education Scholarship to a young woman with financial needs.

For the International Day of Peace, we had a presentation and handed out brochures on the World Peace Movement based in Amenia, New York and affiliated with the UN.  A member of our club visited their site and brought back information.

To mark Rose Day and International Women’s Day we met with professional women from Nigeria and members were encouraged to give a rose and note to women to honor them. 

Additional Club funding was provided to Hope’s Door to entertain the children with a pizza dinners while mothers attended a support meeting.

Dry food and canned goods were collected and delivered to a local soup kitchen.

Our members were very active in performing service throughout the year.
Two of our members went to Nigeria: Dr. Ijeoma Nduka-Nwosu and Alice Massa, participated in a Women’s Health Medical Mission.  Services were provided free of charge to those who could not afford medical care.  They transported medical supplies, infant formula and other Club donated items. 

Karen Carroll journeyed to Jordan to establish a Forensic Examiner Program.  

Vivienne Bartley organized and carried out a project in Jamaica to provide food, shelter, and other basic necessities.  Our members collected items to donate to this program as well. 

There was a drive to increase awareness through a web-based activity for the UN 16 Days of Activism.  Bookmarks and information from the Center for Women’s Global Leadership were distributed.

The Area 1 & 2 workshop, held in New Rochelle was well attended by our Club members.  The topics of Technology, Money, and Mentorship gave us a framework to review our Club’s management procedures.

We contributed l/3 of our fund raising monies to Zonta International Foundation.  

Our growth in membership and new activities will continue to lead us to another prosperous new year for 2011-2012.

The Zonta Club of Westchester also joined the Westchester Women’s Agenda, a consortium of organizations focused on women’s issues in the county of Westchester, New York.

Submitted by,

Alice De Luise-Massa 

President, Zonta Club of Westchester

District 3 Fall Conference

September 23-25, 2011, Solomons, Maryland 

